Letter from the President
Welcome to the Autumn Newsletter. As we are coming up to our annual conference in November, I am pleased
to announce that we will be having our autumn conference in Liverpool, where we will have a packed course
with CPD focused on expert witness training on the Friday, which can be used as formal CPD evidence for
those undertaking expert witness work. In addition, the location needs little introduction and offers a wide
variety of sites to visit.
Since the last newsletter we have had a very successful conference at the Fire Service College. The weekend
was packed with demonstrations of cars being incinerated and dissections of pigs heads, showing the heat
induced changes in teeth.
I must thank Dr Sally Andrews and Dr Roger Summers for all their hard work in organising the conference and
planning for the weekend. I would also like to thank our newsletter editor, Dr Maxi Malekniazi, for organising
the pigs head demonstrations and her input in preparing the heads. One of my highlights was going with Max
to dissect the heads for the demonstrations and then returning to the conference centre on the back of a golf
buggy on the M96 motorway used for training at the college!
It was great to see old and new BAFO members attending the weekend and great to see people face to face
once again.
The committee has been meeting regularly and we are planning the next conference as discussed. To save cost
to the association we have continued to meet virtually via Zoom as the booking
fees for venues have become prohibitive. I believe virtual meetings are a responsible way of saving costs for
BAFO’s membership, which allows us to subsidise costs towards future conferences.
Following the conference, I was invited by the President of the Clinical Forensic & Legal Medicine Section
at the Royal Society of Medicine to lecture on the forensic odontology aspects of domestic violence. I would
like to thank Dr Mel Clarkson in her help in organising this which was a great opportunity in sharing what
forensic odontology has to offer to other disciplines. The topic was well received by the mixed audience, and
I have certainly had some good feedback following the day.
BAFO has been engaging with the National Crime Agency and Roger Summers and I have been invited to
visit their facility in the next month for a tour and to give a lecture to their senior investigating officer on bite
mark investigations and hopefully clarify what we can and can’t do.
I would like to thank all the committee members for the work they do. All associations such as ours rely on

“ Dr Helena Thornton, immediate past President (Clinical Forensic &
Legal Medicine Section RSM), Dr Roland Kouble, Dr Bernadette Butler President of the Clinical Forensic & Legal Medicine Section RSM.”

individual volunteering to make things happen and their work is much appreciated.
I look forward to seeing you all in Liverpool at the Autumn Conference!
Roland F Kouble
President
British Association for Forensic Odontology
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From The Editor.
DR Maxi Malekniazi

This
edition of
the Newsletter
finds itself Spring
Conference focused,
which truly was a fire bonanza!
I hope that you enjoy the photographs,
there were so many I was spoilt for choice.
Sal’s report describing the sequence of events
which took place at the conference is, as always, a
superb read, and yes, the golf buggy ride down a motorway
with Roland was a surreal and great moment.

I look forward to meeting you all at the Liverpool Conference in
November, the theme of which is water! We are expecting some great
speakers, the likes of Dr Brett Lockyer, talking about - drowning and
investigations of bodies recovered from the water- which is his
specialist subject.
Thank you, to all that have contributed and I hope that we will have a
lot more contributions in the future.
I am hoping to explain how we are using Instagram in conjunction
with the newsletter at the conference when we meet.
Until then I wish you all the best!
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The Committee

New ordinary members: Dr Nathan Brown and Dr Leigh Evans.
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A Letter from Dr Leigh Evans.

Good Afternoon Maxi,
A brief item here which would be relevant to our members, in terms of advice to police/coroners, regarding
seeking dental records.
The NHS Business Services Administration (BSA) has decided to shorten the period in which it holds
identifiable patient information.

A review into the NHS BSA’s purposes for holding identifiable dental records was conducted in early 2021, and they accepted a recommendation to shorten the length of time that they store patients
identifiable dental records from 10 years to 8 years. This change will take effect from Friday 29 April
2022.
This change does not affect contract management information financial transaction information dental
practice record forms
Information covering contract management and financial transactions will continue to be held for six
years plus the financial year it was collected in, and dental practice record forms will be kept for a
period of two years.
If police need to contact NHS BSA dental division regarding dental records, the fastest method is by
phone, as email/online requests can take up to 6 weeks for a response: Telephone: 0300 330 1348
Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm.

If police are struggling to find dental records for a missing person / recovered body, there will soon
only be an 8-year window in which records could be located via NHS BSA (assuming the individual
received NHS dental care within that time).
Hope you’re keeping well!

The Plague Doctor
Plague doctors,helped to
deal with the victims of
the bubonic plague. To
avoid contact with the
“Bad Air”, these doctors
wore long robes, long
boots, gloves, hat, and
a strange beak-shaped
mask. The mask had
a beak shaped, bulky
appearance so the doctor
was able to put aromatic
herbs, which filtered the
bad air. They were the
first masks to contain an
air filtering system.
Photograph by M.Malekniazi ©
Taken at the Pevensey Museum.
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Addressing personal safety
Dr Leigh Evans.

I have long recommended to BAFO members, & other forensic colleagues, that there is no longer

I had written a brief statement on my examination findings, which included evidence of recent dental

any reason for having a personal or business address listed online – be it the BAFO website, NEWA,

trauma. Several members of the same family were ultimately convicted for murder.

LinkedIn, etc.

I advised the police that the caller had referenced the reports of myself & the pathologist in detail

Since solicitors rarely send bundles of case files ‘on spec’ nowadays – yes, it was definitely

and was concerned that he was potentially targeting those who had been involved in the case in any

something that happened before cloud storage & large email attachments – there is no reasonable

capacity. Whilst my address is not listed, a web search will pull up my LinkedIn profile, giving some

purpose for having that information in the public domain. All it does is potentially put the expert, and

geographic information and my photo, and the BAFO page gives my phone & email addresses. My

his/her family, at risk – as my recent experience will demonstrate.

practice website only lists me as ‘Leigh Evans’, rather than my full name which is used in my reports
– my first name is Richard.

It was a typical late evening in April 2022. I was just preparing for bed when my mobile rang. The
number showed as ‘Private’, which is not unusual for a call from the police, so I answered.

A few weeks later the police followed up to take a formal statement. They had identified the caller as

The caller, having confirmed that I was Dr Evans, immediately launched into a very plausible &

a member of the family (not convicted in the original case) and had confirmed that he had contacted

rapid monologue regarding an upcoming appeal hearing for which I would need to be available. He

& threatened a number of witnesses, both expert & public, and had stalked several of them –

referenced my report, and those of the pathologist in the case, and was very reassuring that there were

including the Home Office Pathologist at his workplace – over a period of weeks. The pathologist had

no concerns regarding MY report, but that it showed inconsistencies with the pathologists’ report, and

been particularly disturbed by the behaviour & threats, and ultimately had to request a security escort

wanted me to explain these to him.

accompany him around his hospital at all times.

At this point, alarm bells were sounding for me. I had to ask 3 times before he would give his name,

The stalker was subsequently charged & convicted at trial in June 2022 – the rapid progression of this

which he only referenced as “Lord Shane”. Further alarm bells!

case was due to the risk he was considered to pose to those witnesses he had stalked.

He continued to press on, questioning the supposed inconsistencies in the reports – the case in

Had my home or work addresses been listed online, he could have traced me to either location & put

question happened back in 2004 – at which I stated that it was late, & I could not be expected to

my wife, daughters, & practice colleagues in jeopardy. Sentencing is due in August, and sadly the

remember a case from 18 years prior, and I was not prepared to continue the conversation.

maximum term he can serve for the offences is 10 years. It may be less, meaning my girls will still be

His response was immediately aggressive, stating “If I choose to ring you at 1AM you WILL answer

in their teens when he is released….

me!” I advised him – with some colourful language – that I did not know who he was & was not

I urge all members to request that the BAFO website limits your address information to town/ city,

prepared to accept being threatened and was ending the call. He became more aggressive & stated

and to remove any traceable locations from other websites as far as practicable.

that he had recorded the call and had me swearing at him, and that he would end my career. I told him

Do not write any physical contact address information on reports submitted to the police / solicitors

I was reporting the call to the police and hung up. I received a further ‘Private’ call a few minutes

/ court, as these can be released to all parties involved. We are not legally required to provide any

later, which I ignored (no voicemail was left).

address details on the reports that we write. Address information, if requested, can be submitted on a

Obviously, I did report this incident to the police, having first pulled the case file in question so that I

separate form or as part of a CV, and marked “Not for disclosure”.

had a frame of reference. It related to an ID case where I had examined the deceased but not actually

We cannot know the types of person who may be involved in the cases we undertake (even the simple

identified them (no records located).

IDs), and few of us would ever consider that someone would bear a grudge nearly 20 years later. On
the basis of my recent experience, it is clear that some people in our society are far stranger than we
think, so please keep safe, as I doubt any of us wish to be involved in a case from the “other” side!
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BAFO Spring Conference 2022
We were treated to a weekend of warmth and sunshine, suitably scorching in fact,
for our fire-themed Spring Conference at the Fire Service College, Moreton-in
Marsh. This rural Cotswold venue proved ideal for our first get-together since
the 2020 and 2021 COVID19 precautions put paid to our usual conference
arrangements. Perhaps it was because it was such a pleasure to meet with our
colleagues again that BAFO camaraderie seemed very much in evidence at this
meeting.
Friday 13th May 2022
The conference began with a convivial buffet lunch in the Edinburgh Lounge and
followed with an afternoon of lectures and practical fire demonstrations together
with a tour of the incident ground. Fire Scene Investigators with the West
Midlands Fire Service and Fire Service College Trainers Jason Dean and Luke
Beckett spoke about fire science, firefighting, and search and rescue procedures
before we boarded buses to see the vast array of impressive training installations
in the extensive college grounds. A vehicle fire demonstration was laid on for us
on the incident ground and we observed fire officers extinguishing the fire and
later gaining access to the inside of the vehicle as part of the search and rescue
process.
Four pig’s heads had been ethically procured for scientific purposes and were
placed in vehicles set on fire the day before to illustrate the effect on teeth
of exposure to varying temperatures, durations and types of heat exposure
in vehicle fires. The retrieval of the remains had been carried out jointly by
Forensic Anthropologist Gaille MacKinnon and Jason Dean who have had much
experience working together in similar real-life scenarios. The remains were
later prepared by Dr Maxi Malekniazi and set out in a shipping container so that
delegates could examine them. In turns, half our group toured the incident ground
facilities guided by Steve Skarratt, Head of Prevention and Protection Training
at the Fire Service College, while the others were able to examine the retrieved
pig’s heads to see the effect of fire on the teeth, providing a valuable learning
experience for the delegates, whether experienced or new to forensic odontology.
Also at this stage, Stephen Murphy of Coppertree Forensics demonstrated UV
torches designed to assist in the recovery of bones and teeth after fire incidents
and delegates had the opportunity to observe and discuss the many aspects of

fire-related

scenarios and forensic odontology. We all returned to the college
for a tea break before listening to Gaille MacKinnon and Jason Dean conduct
a debrief on the demonstrations we had seen and the roles of the fire service,
anthropologist, and odontologist in similar scenarios.
Most delegates remained at the college for their evening meal which was
available in the cafeteria and gave delegates the opportunity to chat in an
informal setting. Some attendees explored the beautiful surrounding lawns and
wooded areas of the college, and many took advantage of the library, sports
centre or, of course, bar facilities!
Saturday 14th May 2022
On Saturday there was a full programme of lectures. After BAFO President Dr
Roland Kouble’s introduction, we heard Fire Investigation Officers Jason Dean
and Luke Beckett speak about the duties of a Fire Investigator. Then Dr Michael
Sandholzer gave a detailed talk about heat-induced alterations in teeth and the
implications for forensic odontologists.
After the coffee break, Gaille Mackinnon presented a lecture about forensic
anthropology with special regard to fire-related incidents and retired Senior
Coroner Christopher Sumner entertained and informed us with his talk entitled A
Coronial Overview.
With Home Office Pathologist Dr Brett Lockyer called away at short notice and
unable to join us as planned, we were very grateful to John Robson for beginning
the afternoon session drawing on his long career in forensic odontology and
presenting some very interesting casework. This fascinating talk was followed
by Fire Service College Librarian Carole Jeffcock speaking about treasures in
the library which include a very precious contemporaneous account of the 1666
Great Fire of London and archives ranging from some of the first Fire Service
journals to current governmental policy documentation. After her presentation,
we followed Carole out into the sunshine and to the library, teas and coffees in
hand, to view exhibits she had prepared for us and continue an informal question
and answer session. Returning from the library, we heard Dr Maxi Malekniazi’s
presentation about the BAFO Newsletter and BAFO Instagram account. Dr
Malekniazi then gave a talk about ethical considerations in dental identification,
with emphasis on radiography techniques recommended for use when the
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deceased have been exposed to fire. Dr Roland Kouble

concluded the programme with a presentation about an unusual case entitled
Identification of an Edentulous Fire Victim. He then made his final remarks and
brought the academic conference to a close.
Following this, the formal dinner took place in the comfortable Edinburgh
Lounge. The main menu of home smoked chicken with pickled golden beetroot
and tarragon remoulade followed by pan fried seabass on a sea salt and caper
potato cake, mushy peas and a
split tarragon cream, followed by dessert of latte panna cotta with honeyed
pecans and chocolate bonbons was much enjoyed. BAFO provided the
accompanying wines, drinks, and cheese course, and the conversation continued
into the wee small hours in the Edinburgh Lounge and London Bar.
Sunday morning again saw bright sunshine while we breakfasted and said our
goodbyes with the heavens opening for a torrential downpour just as the last
delegate left the college. This had been a very successful conference and the
Friday afternoon practical session, a departure from the usual BAFO conference
programme of events, was especially well-received, useful and informative.
The committee agreed that it had been a great success and plan to provide more
practical sessions at future conferences, including in collaboration with Inspire
MediLaw, a company providing training for expert witnesses and who sponsored
this conference by providing the pens for the delegate packs. The theme of fire at
this meeting was also reflected in the souvenir mug presented to each delegate. It
is intended that the next conference will have a water theme and again, as a little
extra incentive, a souvenir mug to match.
BAFO endeavours to provide interesting, informative, and entertaining
conferences with high quality speakers and venues. Practical sessions do incur
more expense than conventional lectures but the Committee unanimously agreed
that these are valuable and important for training purposes. BAFO members
also benefit from subsidies at conferences and the Spring Conference was no
exception with BAFO pleased to fund an average of £274 per attendee. BAFO
members may also like to know that Chris Sumner generously donated his £250
BAFO speaker’s honorarium to the Rotary Club’s End Polio Now campaign.

‘ A Short Narrative of the late Dreadful Fire in London, 1667! This publication is the only book in existence ! contained in the Fire Service College Library.
Photograph by Dr R Summers.

Sally E Andrews
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Snippets of the Blazing Spring Conference!

I met up with Sal and Roger on the Thursday, delivering the pigs heads- kindly donated by
Medmeats- and I feel its important to point out that they were ethically sourced and are the by-product of
the food industry, as in, NOT, killed for the purposes of experimentation!
As odontologists understanding the effects of fire on teeth is so important and opportunities to learn, thankfully rare, which is why, this proved to be such a great learning experience.
THESE PHOTOGRAPHS ARE FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES AND MUST NOT BE SHOWN TO
NON ODONTOLOGISTS WHO MAY FIND THE CONTENT DISTRESSING.
THEY ARE SUBJECT TO COPYRIGHT AND MUST NOT BE USED WITHOUT PERMISSION. I have
also placed some videos on Instagram, our handle is @odontologyuk. This is a private page so you need to

The location itself was a feast for the eyes, with spectacular grounds, its own motorway (M96), and
planes, trains and automobiles on every corner, either burnt or about to be.
So for those who attended, here is a brief reminder and for those who missed out here is a brief
photographic overview to follow on from Sally’s succinct and eloquent report.
Finally a big thank you to Roger and Sally, for organising this fun packed event which was full of
extraordinary experiences, and a big thank you to Pauline Summers who was truly a great help.
Apologies to those whose photographs were not used, but there were literally hundreds to choose from.
Max.

join first if you have not done so, before gaining access.
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The Grounds
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On Thursday, four specially prepared heads (Spring Edition for details) were wrapped in various
materials and strategically placed in various locations of the cars to see what effect a range of
temperature and heat duration would have on their teeth. The first, as shown in the photograph below,
was placed in the boot of the Audi, the second on the front seat. The third was in a black computer bag in
the boot of the Renault and the fourth on the front seat of the Renault.
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The first car to be burnt, as shown in the photographs below, was an Audi. It took 24 minutes for the
sequence of events to be completed, as shown below, from ignition all the way through to the car fire
being extinguished.

All photographs in
this newsletter are
subject to ©
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The second car was a Renault and was
burnt with greater intensity as more
accelerant was used in comparison to
the Audi. In both cases the accelerant
used was white spirit.
This resulted in four pig heads burnt to
various degrees as demonstrated on the
right.
Top photograph shows the pig head
retrieved from the front seat of the Audi.
Second row photographs show two
views of the head in the box which was
in the boot of the Audi. Third and fourth
row show pig heads from the boot and
front seat of the Renault, respectively.
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It is clear from the photographs above that the head in a box in the boot of the Audi was the
least burnt due to the lack of oxygen. As the Renault had been burnt with greater ferocity,
the heads were calcined. By zooming into the third row photograph you can see the anterior
calcined teeth clearly.
Interestingly enough, when I dissected all four heads the posterior teeth were all sound and
had been protected by the tongue, cheeks and external soft tissues.
The photograph on the left is me (Maxi), dissecting the pig head from the front seat of the
Audi and exposing the teeth. The photograph below was the head from the front seat of the
Renault. Both photographs show that there was no damage to the posterior teeth.
The dissections were videoed by Roland and the photographs were slice images from that
recording.
All four heads were displayed in a metal storage unit for the attendees to view on the
Friday,afterwards lectures were given explaining all the procedures.

All photographs in this newsletter are subject to ©
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The day after.
A note from Dr Rupert Parsons.
The BAFO spring conference was one to remember with great weather in Moreton in Marsh. The
content and the attendees were not too shoddy either!   Anyway without wanting to rush home on
Sunday morning Alison and I decided to have a walk into Moreton. I have spent over 30 years
travelling, always with an eye out for local dental practices. I had a surreal experience once in
Pakistan drinking Chi with a University Professor whilst his assistant mopped the floor under the
basic dental chair, with water sloshing around the electrics, as we compared dental anecdotes.
Anyway back to Moreton, as we circumnavigated we found the local dental practice and looking up at
the building's herald we noticed the adjacent fire plate that we had just heard of in one of the lectures. I
emailed the lady dentist and she said how many people showed an interest in the plate but she was glad that
it was high up as it removed the temptation to remove it or have it stolen. What a coincidence that the only
fire plate we spotted in Moreton was on the local dental surgery but I will keep my eye out for more now.

For those who did not attend the conference, the plaque in the photograph is known as a Sun Fire
Insurance Plaque.
It was the fire mark of the sun Insurance company.
They employed a fire brigade of their own, which only dealt with fires insured by themselves.
These plaques with the company logo and a reference number were displayed on the properties, so
that the fire brigade knew if it was their responsibility to deal with the fire or not.
Thank goodness for our local fire services!
Thank you for sending it in Rupert!

Photograph by Dr Rupert Parsons.©
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OBITUARY
NUALA MARY BRIGID MITZI MACEY-DARE
19TH JUNE 1934 – 23 JUNE 2022
Many of the older members of BAFO - and certainly those of us who attended the 1987
Diploma in Forensic Odontology course at the London Hospital - will remember Mitzi
with great affection.
Mitzi was a tall, elegant lady with an imposing presence, never slow to hold back during
lectures to question a point that she did not feel was clear or which required more detailed
explanation.
Mitzi was born in Blackheath, London on 19th June 1934, the daughter of an Irish doctor
(who later became Medical Superintendent of the Whittington Hospital and President of
the Hunterian Society) and an English nurse. She was educated at West Hill Preparatory
School, Putney and, from the age of 13, at the Sacred Heart Convent, Tunbridge Wells,
Kent. She studied dentistry at the Royal Dental Hospital, Leicester Square, where she won
the Dolomore Prize and the Amalgamated Dental Scholarship. She was the first woman
to be appointed a student demonstrator at the Royal Dental. After qualifying, she took an
MSc (London) and the DDPH (Royal College of Surgeons). She was on the Specialist
Register of paediatric dentists, held the Dip F. Od., also obtained an LLB.
After working in general dental practice, she entered the Surrey Community Dental
Service, rising to Clinical Director and General Manager of Community Dentistry of the
Surrey and Hampshire Borders NHS Trust – and proceeded to obtain an MBA (OU).
For her forensic practice, Mitzi worked mainly for the Surrey Coroner dealing with both
Identification and Criminal (Bite Mark) cases. She was involved with several high profile
cases, including identifying the body of the 13 year old school girl, Millie Dowler, who
went missing in September 2002.
Education and qualifications were hugely important to Mitzi. Coming from a competitive,
professional middle class family, she probably had more degrees than all her 5 children and
12 grandchildren put together. The family would often find scraps of paper lying around
the house in her handwriting, setting out everyone’s names with all their post-nominal
qualifications – hers were the longest by far! Mitzi was a female pioneer - the Nicola
Horlick of her day - combining a successful professional career with a large family.
Mitzi and her husband Barry, who died in April 2021, met at the Royal Dental, and were
married for 59 years.
Mitzi had lived with a rare form of blood cancer for over a decade, which eventually developed into full blown leukaemia - and from which, sadly, she eventually died.
JHH
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Autumn Conference at the ALOFT Hotel in Liverpool.
November 18th-20th
The date has been confirmed so please make a note in your diary.
Further information will be emailed to you all once finalised. You can also visit the BAFO Website for details.
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